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Controverſial Writing, cc. F 
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n AVE beter *rotideras Linkin: m. alt 
that, as the Art of Rhetoric, the Ke of 
Poetry, the Art of Criticiſm, and even 


that of Cookery have been much cultivated, 


and complete Treatiſes have been compiled, 5 
both by the Ancients and Moderns, concern- 
each of them, no one has yet ſet forth, 
ſo'far as my little Reading has informed me, 
4 juſt Treatiſe concerning the Art of Contro- 


ſhall ariſe, and give us a perfect Syſtem of that 


Art, the following Precepts, it is hoped, will 


be of ſome Uſe and Direction, to thoſe who 
ſhall be engaged in any learned Debate, I 


| hall firſt lay down the naked Rules, after- 
- wards explain, and further illuſtrate them by 
'- Examples.” And as one of the lateſt Contro- 


e ern has-merited the Altentim of the 
N „ B 7 World, 


8 


7 2 
1 World, has been between a certain Divine, a 
0 Batchelor of Divinity, ſometime a Fellow of- 
\ 8 a learned College in Cambridge, and a diſſent- 
1 ing Gentleman, whom I am ſorry I cannot 
adorn with any . honourable Titles and Dif- 
3 tinctions, becauſe, in his great Modeſty, he 
Js defires to be unknown, I ſhall draw my Exam- 
ples from thence, but, more particularly, the 
Appendix of the former, and the Poſtſcript of 
the latter, as theſe two Pieces are but lately 
ſet forth, and I am but juſt now riſen up from 
the reading of them. And to tell thee, cours 
teous Reader, the plain Truth, the Canons and. 
Precepts of polemic Writing, which I am now 
about to preſent thee with, were ſuggeſted to 
my Mind by the reading of thoſe two Per- 
formances, But I am chiefly beholden to the 
latter; which contains abundance of this kind 
of Knowledge, and is, in proportion to the. 
Bulk of it, almoſt as rich a Treaſury of the 
polemic Art or Craft, as Homer is of the 
Paetic. | Sa oct nh 
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„Confder whom you write 5 i If tis Scho- 
| lars, and People of the beſt Senſe, uſe a little 
* not much: but if for the common Sort of 


Or 


(3) 
People, you you may - ſpare your Salt, and uſe 

Gall, which comes eaſier an d cheaper, in the 

room of 1. | | 


There is a e Difference between bels 

two ſorts of ſeaſoning, which whoever has 
any Taſte will cafily perceive. Salt is a S mar- 
ne ſi either in the Sentiment or the Expreſſion, 
very conſiſtent with good - nature, and good- 
manners. And a few Grains of it, ſcattered 
here and there, ſeem to be neceſſary, at leaſt 
of admirable Uſe and Advantage, in Contro- 
verſial Writings, eſpecially upon deep or dry 
Subjects, to give ſome reliſh to a long Train of 
learned Quotations,' or cloſe Reaſonings, to in- 
_ creaſe the Curioſity of the Reader, and excite 
in him a kind of Thirſt and longing for the 
Remainder. Vet let it be remembered, that 
Salt alone will not fatisfy the learned, or the 
| ſenſible Part of Mankind; and if you addrefs 
to theſe, as our Divine profeſſes to do, you 


muſt provide ſomething that is ſubſtantial, on 


which to beſtow it. I, for my Part, think 
the Entertainment, which that Clergyman has 
given us, is ſubſtantial enough to ſatisfy com- 
mon Appetites. Nor indeed is it altogether 
— Salt. To be ſure, there is not over- 
N and if I may be allowed to ſpeak 

Bs | freely 


0 4 
freely my Thoughts, he ſeems to be rather 
faulty on the defective ſide. Thus much, 
however, muſt be ſaid for him, that he has 
not gone about to ſupply that defect with an 
Abundance of Gall; but when he ſhews his 
greateſt Indignation and Diſpleaſure at the Ways 
of thoſe with whom he has to do, and treats 
them with moſt Salt, he appears to me in as 
perfect good humour with their Perſons, as 


Virgil, by ſome of our Criticks, is e 5 


to be, when he eee Bavius and hw 
77/12 with it, X 


Gall is a \ Bitternef hi NE be infaſed 
into the Stile of every polemical Writer, who 
defigns his Works ſhould pleaſe the Splenetic, 
or captivate the Ignorant. Let him not ſpare 
either Prince or Prelate, who, in any Degree, 
has ſhewn himſelf unfavourable to his Cauſe, 
or Party. Let not his Name be mentioned, 
tho' in the plaineſt and ſimpleſt Narration, 
without a bitter Irony, or biting Sarcaſm. This 
Rule the anonymous Gentleman almoſt con- 
ſtantly obſerved. —* In the Preamble (ſays 
he) to the Act of Uniformity of Charles II. 
s you have the Sentiments of the Legiſlature, 
and that your moft religious King. — 
in, * Bleſſed Laud — And again, the 
| « holy 


1 
7. holy Martyr.” Well, what of Him? why, 
4 he died unbleſſed with the fight of what he 
* hoped for, and had propheſied of.” There's 
a Fleer at his violent and untimely Death! 
“ But you, his Son and Succeflor in Doctrine 
ce and Spirit, are taking bold Strides to reach 
„ P:ſgab-top,” Cc. There's a Stroke at 
his Adverſary! which yet is nothing to what 
we meet with in other Places, where Indo- 
lence and Sloth, Perſecution and Ambition, 
and ſacrificing his Conſcience to bis worldly 
Views, are either directly charged upon him, 
or inſinuated of him. This is writing like a 
Man who knows his Buſineſs, and how to 
catch the Taſte of the Vulgar. And tho! it 


happens here, as I am informed, that the real 


Character of his Adverſary is rather the reverſe 
of all this, the matter is not great. For as he 
is but -a private Clergyman, of no Name' and 
Rank in the Church, there are a world of 
Pcople who will know no other, than that 
this is a true Account of him. 


II. 


Conſider alſo what End you write for: If it 
be, the Diſcovery and Manifeſtation of Truth, 
and the Conviction of thoſe who oppoſe it, 
— | uſe 
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EF" 
ak fair and clear reaſoning : | but if it be only, 
keeping your Party in Countenance, your Bu- 


ſineſs will be to decline reaſoning as much as 


you well can, and to make ule of Declamation 
and Merangae, in the room of 1 ( 


1 think, the Divice' "eg given us ; ſome ade 
tions that the Diſplay af Truth, and bringing 
thoſe who oppoſe it to the Acknowledgment 
of it, is his chief Aim. His manner ſeems to 


ſhew it. He is plain, candid, fair, and ſeems 
to uſe a Conſcience in all his Dealings. And 


there runs, thro' his Writings, a Vein of Argu- 


mentation, conformable, and well fitted to his 


Deſign. And, as to the Gentleman, it muſt 
be ſaid in bis Behalf, that if it was the End of 
his Writing, as it ſeems to be, to make his 
Party believe that ſomething yet may be ſaid 
for them, and to hearten them up, he, too, 
has admirably adjuſted 57 Stile and Manner to 
his Deſign. In point of Argument, he is 
reſerved and ſparing, as he ought to be. But 


for Declamation (according to the Direction 
of the preceding Canon) there is no Want of 


it, And depend upon it, whoever declaims and 
harangues, - and talks away, with the Agility 
he does, will be, in the Judgment of the Vul- 


gar, an Overmatch for any other Man, or any 


ſeven _ that can render a Reaſon, The 


45) 


The | Mer 1 Hope, will not expect, I 
ſhould produce here particular Paſſages in the 
declamatory Stile, in Support of the Judgment 
I have given, They. are too long for That: 
He may. open the Pofiſeript where he pleaſes, 
and it will be a mighty Chance if the firſt 
thing that catches his Eye be not with 
Aſtonifhment be it ſeen— Bebold, a Proteſtant 
and a Divine--a ſometime Fellow of a learned 
Colleg. I congratulate you much, Sir— 
Riſe up, O ye Kings, to theſe your Paſtors and 
Governors! be inſtructed, aud pay Homage 
to their ſpiritual Decrees ! or ſomething elſe in 
the like noble Strain, which is far better Logic, 
and à much eaſier way to make things plain to 
vulgar Apprehenſions, than all your Syllogiſms, 
all your Premiſes and Concluſions, and ſuch 
dull ſtupid Stuff, as ſome of our Books of 
Controverſy 5 with. 


II. 1 
Single out ſuch Parts of your Adverfary's Book: 


as you think you can beſt deal with, and paſs 
by the reſt. And if you find him, in his Reply 


to any thing you have advanced, to have fairly EI . 


confuted you, be not fo weak as to own it, 
£ but, 


(8 15 
bat, in your Rejoinder, paſs over in Silence 
that Part, and fay nothing about it. 


This Art of Controverſy our Batchelor of 
Divinity is a Stranger to. He, for his Part, 
paſſes by nothing. but what is impertinent to 
the Queſtion in debate. He toils, and cuts 
his Way through, and ſeems. to make it a Point, 
to leave no Difficulty, no, not ſo much as 
what his Antagoniſt thinks, or would be ſup- 
poſed to think, a Difficulty, unanſwered; . 1 
fancy, he adi no more do it, than ſome 
Generals would leave one of the Enemy's For- 
treſſes behind them. But the Gentleman acts 
with more Liberty and Diſcretion, and meddles 
with nothing, no, not in the Way of Defence, 
but what he likes. Sometimes you ſhall ſee 
him ſkimming over whole Sheets of Paper (like 
Camilla over the Tops of whole Fields of f ſtand- 
ing Grain) without touching them ; although 
the moſt intereſting and capital Points be- 
tween the Church and: Diſſenters were there 
largely handled. See 2d Defence, p. 32. 
At other times, although the Points (being 
foreign to the Queſtion) were of his own 
calling up, and though he inceſſantly teized his 
Adverſary with them, you ſhall ſee him aban- 
don them to Diſcretion, without ſpeaking a 

Word 


Word for them, e ws he perceives, by 
| his Adverſary's Reply, he is not able to main- 
tain them againſt ba *All (fays he) 
wo Futilous,” Of — it 4 ile needs nor 
1 merits a particular ker ly 2 01 
© phere is ſearce a Shew of u Oe 
« what I bad advanced.” And whenever 
you find him talking in this Strain, then, be 
ſure, he is moſt gravelled. Of this atind. 
rable Management yon have. divers Inſtances 
in his Letters, ſome in his Poſtſcript, but 
one that is extremely remarkable. In his 
3d Letter, he had aſſerted, that by our Con- 
ſtitution, the King or Queen, as ſupreme 
Head of the Church, is the Fountain of all 
Power and Juriſdiction therein authorized 
to inſtruct, over-rule, and controul all the 
Arehbiſhops, Biſhops, and Prieſts, in this 
Kingdom, in all their moſt ſpiritual and ec- 
cleſiaſtical Concerns ——empowered to com- 
poſe public Prayers for the Church to 
ſtop all preaching therein to fill vacant 
Biſhopricks with what Perſons he or ſhe 
pleaſes, or not to fill them at all-——to - 
rect all Eccleſiaſticks what they ſhall, 
ſhall not preach——and is the final Job 
of Hereſy, even in the abſtruſeſt and moſt 
metaphyſical Points. And he tells us of cer- 
1 „ C | tain 
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tain Facts, as Brent wens and Exertions 
of this extraordinary Power in our Princes. 
Theſe Charges, - our Divine, in his Appendix, 
ſets himſelf to refute, one by one, ſhew- 
ing. largely, in ten whole Pages, they were 
either falſe, or, in the Senſe they were true, 
nothing to the purpoſe. Now, what ſays 
the Gentleman to all this? Why, in the 
Way of ſupporting his Aſſertions, extraordi- 
nary as they are, not a Syllable. And there 
he is right. It is beſt to ſay nothing, when 


one has nothing to ſay that is to the Par. 


I V. 


Sometimes, when you care not to enter 
into any Diſproof of your Adverſary's Ar- 
guments, you may let it alone, and only 
diſcourſe upon the ſame Subjects, (taking 
the other Side of the Queſtion) in your own 
Way. WT 


Yet let it be remembered, that, in this 
Caſe, you are to contrive, that his Name 
may appear here and there, and ſome few 
Sentences or Poſitions, by him advanced, be 
cavilled, or flirted at; for otherwiſe, you will 
have no Pretence to call your Book an An- 

| En ſxer 


fwer to him. I 7 well remember, 


_ - that, when I firſt read the three Letters of 


this anonymous Gentleman, I could not but 
admire his Art and wonderful good Manage- 
ment this Way, upon almoſt every Subject he 
was led into, leaving untouched the greateſt 
Part of- his Adverſary s Letters and Defences, 
and ©* remarking, as he himſelf ſomewhere 
« expreſſes it, upon but a few of the many 
© obnoxious Paſſages with which his Letters 
<« abound, that greater Liberty might be left 
< (pray mind it) for preſenting 'his Adverſa- 
e ry with ſeveral ſtrong, and to him unan< 
« fwerable Arguments for Diſſent from our 
„ Church.” He would juſt nibble or ſmell 
at an Argument (as I have ſometimes ſeen, 

in clear Water, the little Fiſhes do, at a Bait) | 
and not liking it, would inſtantly turn away 
from it (very likely) to his Common-Place- 
Book, for Proofs and Arguments of his own 
collecting or deviſing, having no other Con- 
nection with what his Adverſary was argu- 
ing, than that the general Subject was the 
ſame, And having expatiated upon theſe 
for ſome Pages, would paſs on triumphant- 
ly to another Argument. I have been often 
| wonderfully recreated and delighted, to. ſee 
how val he would fob off his Adver- 

SF" ſary 
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0 120 
ſay . tice: one may call a Counter · Dif- 
courſe OE inflcad of an ene to it. 5+ 68 


20 « This f 10 3 ow 4 wiety" W of an- 
„ ſwering Books,“ as the Divine had before 
obſerved. It is Pity he did not ſtay to ſnewr 
us, wherein the Wittineſs, and the great Ad- 
vantages of it lay. But as be did not, I will 
do it now. By this Contrivance, one may 
anſwer a Book, although of ſome Bulk, al- 
moſt as ſoon as it appears, provided the Preſſ- 
es be not otherwiſe engaged, and it be not 
a bitter Froſt, to hinder the working of 
them. Let him keep by him a ſhort Tract, 
a twelve-penny, or ſappoſe only a- fix-penny 
Touch, upon ſome Subject that he thinks like 
to be controverted. And when any thing, 
upon that Subject, on the other Side of the 
Queſtion, ſhall appear, let him inſtantly pro- 
cure it, and, ſkimming it over, which may 
be dane in a few Hours, pick out here and 
there a few Sentences that are contradictory 
to ſome Poſitions advanced and maintained by 
him, and croud them into his Manuſcript, 
at proper Places, with a ſhort Cenſure of 
them. Then ſet the Preſs immediately to 
work, and, in a Week or two, out comes 
an Anſwer, which will ſerike the World with 
Surprise, 5 


85 (13 * e 
Surprize, and raiſe 23 at the Ve- 
locity of his Pen, and the 'Quickneſs of his 
Parts, Beſides, by con out ſo e and 
following his Adverſ ry juſt at the Heels, 
God knows how much Miſch ef, Which he 
might otherwiſe have done, may be prevent- 
ed. I cannot in Conſcience compliment” the 
unknown Gentleman ſo far, as 10 ſuppoſe, 
that his Tracts, or the Bulk of any of them, 
vere drawn up beforchand. But J leave it 
to the judicious to determine, whether ſome 
Parts of ſome of them were not; confider- 
iog the little Relation they have to the Sub- 
ject in Debate, and in what manner they are 
tag'd to it; particularly, all he has faid in 
his firſt Letter, from the 22d to the 36th 
Page incluſive, which is more than a third 
of the whole Book, concerning the Conſti- 
tution of the Church of England; and all 
he has ſaid in his Poſſcript, as from Arch- 
biſhop Fake, in Diminution of the Rights 
and Privileges of the Convocation, Who can 
think that the former was originally drawn up 
againſt his preſent Adverſary, to ſhew, that 
there is no Schiſm in the preſent Separa- 
tion; or the latter, to ſhew, that the Church 
has no Power from Chriſt to decree Rites and 
Ceremonies ? You ſhall never make me be- 
| lieve, 
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(7 4 1 
lieve, that ſuch an Artiſt in Controverſy would 
fit down to prove that the Church of Chriſt 
has no ſuch Power, by telling us (ſuppoſing 


it all true) that the Engliſb Convocation muſt 
be aſſembled by the King's Writ, that they 


cannot diſſolve themſelves, can make no Can- 


ons without Licence, nor publiſh or execute 


them, without his Confirmation of them, and 
a deal more of the like Nature concerning 
it. No, certainly, all this was prudently pro- 


vided, and laid in, before his Antagoniſt's 
Letters were brought forth, or perhaps con- 


ceived, to be made uſe of on any Occaſion, 
when it could, ſome how or r other, be intro- 


duced. 
V. 


In your Replies, offer the ſame things you 
had done before, and urge them afreſh with- 


out taking notice of what had been load to 
diſprove them, 


A Controverſialiſt of a right Spirit will not 


ſtick at this. Why ſhould he? What ſhould 
he fear? Can it be thought that your com- 
mon Readers, or ſuch as read only for A- 
muſement, or for the further Confirmation 


of - 


Mo hn 
n 
e * 
5 
lg .4 


F 3 


10 15 1 

of their preſent « th udices, will eyer remem- 
ber, or trouble their Heads, to ſee what you 
had ſaid in a former Book, or to examine 
what your Adverſary had replied to it? The 


Gentleman, you ſee, is under no Apprehen- 


ſions of this Sort. This he has plainly ſhewn 


in his third Letter. And though, in his Poſt- 
ſcript, of which the principal Matter had 
ſcarcely been touched upon before, one could 
not expect many Inſtances of this daring, 
there is one at leaſt, that is very obſervable. 
For he ſtill perſiſts in his former Pretence, 
that his Adverſary could be no way prevailed 
upon to ſpeak out his Sentiments concerning 
Church Power, and where loaged, though he 
had told him more than once, it was not (ori- 
ginally, as he diſtinguiſhes) in the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate, but in the Paſtors and Governors of 
the Church. Yet, what Credit, pray, has he 
| loſt by it? Who of his Party will blame him 
for it? Are they not liker to commend, 
and be delighted with it? And even his in- 
ſulting his Adverſary upon this Head, (for 
that he ventures to do) do you think it is not 
pleaſing to them? 
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if you. cannot defend the true Point i in n queſ- 


thous change it, and flip in another, which you 
can better defend in the Room of it, 


This alſo may be done, n being per 
ceived by common Readers. The Gentleman 
has dane it with great Dexterity, in the Point - 
of our conſecrating Churches. In every one 
of his Letters, he compares the Papiſts Con- 
ſecration of holy Water, &c, to our Conſe- 
cration of Churches, and Church-Yards, chal- 
lenging any one to ſhew, that the one was 
not as fooliſh and ridiculous a Superſtition, as 
the other. The Challenge (it ſeems) was ac- 
cepted : The Difference was ſhewn; and it 
was made plainly to appear, that in the Church 

of Rome, the Conſecration of holy Water, 
Candles, and ſuch like things, is meant to 
| impart to them certain natural and ſupernatu- 
ral Powers, ſuch as driving away Devils, cur- 
ing Diſeaſes, and the Pardon of venial Sins, 
in which the Superſtition of thoſe. Conſecra- 
tions properly conſiſts; whereas, in the Church 
of England, no ſuch thiny is intended,- or 
thought of, in the conſecrating Churches; 
a 


4 


1 
but all that is meant by it, is only the ſo⸗ 
lemn Appropriation of them to the Uſes of 
Religion. Here now, the Point, which lay 
upon the Gentleman to make out, was, that 
in this reſpect there is no Difference betweere | 
the two Churches, that the Church of Rome 
does not pretend, by their Conſecrations, to 
impart, to the things conſecrated, any. ſuch. 
Virtues, or elſe, if it does, that the Church 
of England does the ſame. But finding it im- 
poſſible to make out either of theſe Points, or 
to offer any thing upon them that would look 
plauſible, he very prudently ſets himſelf to 
ſhewy the Reader ſometbing elſe, viz: that our 
Conſecrations are done with a good deal of 
| Ceremony, and © 7 they at all reſemble thoſe 
% which were performed by Archbiſhop Laud 
(which, yet, he cannot but know, they do 
« not) are equally ridiculous and ſuperſti- 
«© tious. And then to dazzle the Eyes of the 
Reader, and make him loſe Sight of the true 
Queſtion, he ſets full before him the whole 
Pomp and Pageantry of that Archbiſhop's Con- 
ſecrations.. The Gentleman, you ſee, has quite 
changed the Queſtion, and has done it ſo 
handſomely, that I will be your Bond- ſlave, 
if, out of ſome twenty of his, ordinary Rea- 


dar, there be © faypd one, who has the leaſt: 


.D Perceivance 


( 18) 
Perceivance or Suſpicion of the Legerdemain 
that is here practiſed upon him. In moſt 
Caſes, it will require. a more cloſe Way of 
thinking and reaſoning than commonly falls to 
their Share, to detect an Artifice of this Nature. 
And if a Writer has not before his Eyes ſome 
Fear and Awe of his more, learned or ſenſible 
Readers, and ſtands upon his Credit only with 
the Moltitude, he may very ſafely venture up- 
on it. +-4 | 
a VII. 5 


Contrive, as often as you can, to give your 

Adverſary's Words a turn, and to put ſuch a 
Senſe upon them as he never thought of. 
As, ſuppoſe your Adverſary, in throwing off 
from him a Charge of aſpiring to the high- 
eſt Dignities and Preferments of the Church, 
ſhould think fit to declare, that what you 
e call Snugneſs, or ſach Emoluments « will 
% purchaſe him a Freedom from all low and 
« perplexing Cares, will content him; make 
yourſelf merry with the Word Saugneſ, and 
tell him, you ſuppoſe he means, wanton- | 
te ing in vaſt Afluence, Indolence and Sloth.” 

If he ſhould chance to fay, I, and another 
learned Gentleman have fully demonſtrated 


— 


: 000 ) : 
ak our Adverſary, this, or that; don't let 
it paſs for an unguarded or inadvertent Expreſ- 
fion, or be ſuppoſed to mean, as it may, I. 
and another, who is a Gentleman of great 
Learning, have demonſtrated &c; but hold 
it up to the Reader, as ſhewing, he has a 
little Vanity, and *© ranks himfelf with the 
learned, and even claims Precedence among 
* them.” Or, ſuppoſe he talks of carrying 
on the Controverſy, and doing things in a ſol- 
dierly Way, and not employing poiſoned Wea- 
pons, and committing Outruge and Brutality ; 
ſet him forth as talking of his own Inrrepidi- 
fy, and bragging of his daring to undertake | 
the Attack or Defence of almoſt any thing. 
Perhaps, you' will ſay, that doing things in a 
 foldierly Way, when it is ſet in oppoſition to 
employing poiſoned Weapons, and © committs ng 
Outrage, every Body will ſee, does not inti- 
mate his Iatrepidity, but his Fairneſs and Mo- 
deration in the Management of Controverſy. 
That is true: But what Occaſion have you 
to ſpeak of poiſoned Weapons, or committing 
Outrage? Produce nothing of your Adver- 
fary's, that will clear up his Meaning, may 
diſcover the Art you treat him with, and pre- 
judice your Cauſe; and then you are ſafe. 
For who, do you think, will read you, and 
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N 
bim together? Take my word for it, That 
is not the Way of reading Controverſy now 
a days. No Body does it. When your Ad- 
verſary. has been read, and laid by, a good 
while, you come out, and are read; but then, 
all he has ſaid upon the Point is forgotten. 
Depend upon it, no Body now (as I ſaid be- 


fore) will ever read and compare you toge- 


ther, to ſee how fairly or ſolidly you have 


anſwered . him, except your Adverſary him- 


ſelf, who has a Concern to do it. And if 
he does it, and finds you out, what does. it 
matter? If he publickly complains, and ſnew,s 


how you. have perverted his Meaning, do it 


again, according to the Direction of the 5th 
Canon. That will look as if you were not 
ſatisfied with his Explication, and Vindication 
of himſelf. And if he repeats his Complaint 
of your ſtill perſiſting to pervert him, you may 
then let the Matter drop, and be filent upon 
it, as the third Canon directs you to do, 


VIII. 


lanſtead of ſeriouſly replying to his Remarks 
or Arguments, you may ſometimes ſet up a 
Laugh at them. 


» Lg 


You 
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You may make them be thought ridiculous, 
many Times when you are not able to make 
them appear weak or falſe; and this is to 
be done by laughing at them. I think Mr. 
Addiſon has ſomewhere obſerved, *© that the 
«© Rabble of Mankind are apt to think eve- 
ry thing that is laughed at, with any 
«* Mixture of Wit, is ridiculous in itſelf.” 
The Free-thinkers (whoſe extravagant Levi- 
ty and Ridicule of Revelation, ſeen in all 
their Writings, gave him Occaſion, if I miſ- 
take not, for this Remark) find it to be 
mud. 1 is certain, they have made more 
Infidels by laughing, than by reaſoning. And 
who can blame a Chriſtian Gentleman for 
eſſaying to uſe the fame Weapons in Be- 
half of the Purity and Liberty of the Goſ- 
pel, which have been fo ſucceſsful in the 
Hands of the Gentlemen of the Free- think- 
ing Way, againſt the Truth and Certain- 
ty of it? Perhaps, the Gentleman's Talents 
this way, are not very extraordinary. For 
indeed, it is not given to every one to con- 
verſe or write with true Attic Salt, or Ro- 
man Urbanity. Be it ſo. Vet whoever pleaſes 
may be zocular ; and any Sort of Wit will 
ſerve for the Amuſement and Deception of 
thoſe who have none Our 


(224 


Our Divine, as it ſeems to me, does not 
lay Streſs enough upon this Canon, which 
J wonder at, conſidering the vaſt Uſeful- 
ne and Importance of it. Whether it be 
from ome Conſciouſneſs that his Faculty at 
langhing off an Argument is not ſo good as 
his Ability to confute it, or that he thinks 
he is fettered by his Character, and that it 
would not become lim, on any Occaſion, to 
laugh out, and much leſs to ſet up a high 
Laugh, 1 will not take upon me to deter- 
mine. Yet with all his Gravity, I ſee he 
can now and then condeſcend to ſmile a 
little, and to rally (in his way) his Adver- 
ſary, inſtead of confuting him. With what 
Satisfaction does he ſeem to report a home- 
ly Saying of a plain Countryman, his Neigh- 
bour, ——that Setting up their new Meet- 
ing-bouſe, with deſign to BLOW up the old 
ane, Was as wicked a Thing as the Gunpow- 
der Treaſon! And how does he pleaſe him- 
ſelf with the Queſtion which he thereupon 
puts to him, y it ſhould not be thought 
.as wicked à thing to ſet up the firſt Meet- 
ing bouſe, to BLOW up the Pariſh Church 
there, as to ſet up the ſecond to blow That 
wp! And with what a Sneer does he tell 


3 | 


(23) 

us how his honeſt Friend was bobbled, as he 
fancies his Bettets would have been with that 
Queſtion, See his 1ſt Defence p. 27. And 
p. 42. of the ſame, we have another Inſtance, 
He had been ſuggeſting againſt the diſſenting 
Miniſters, that tho' they are always inveigh- 
ing againſt the Uſe of the Aubangſian Creed, 
and more particularly, the condemnatory Sen- 
tences therein, they do, nevertheleſs, ſubſcribe 
the Sth Article of the Church of England, 
which contains. the higheſt Approbation and 
Juſtification of it. To this the Gentleman ve- 
ry properly replies froth, Dr. Calamy, in his 
Life of Mr. Baxter, —* that the diſſenting 
„ Miniſters about the = in a Body, gave 
« jn their Senſe of the Article, when they ſub- 
« ſcribed it, expreſly excluding the damnato- 
ry Clauſes from their Subſcription. And 
« the preſent diſſenting Miniſters (ſays the 
* Gentleman) under the Favour of this De- 
e claration and Proteſt of their Fathers and 
« Predeceflors, may be ſuppoſed now to 
« ſubſcribe. with the fame Diſapprobation 
% of the damnatory Clauſe.” This De- 
| fence of the preſent Miniſters ſubſcribing the 
Creed, without making for themſelves any 
Proteſt or Declaration of their Senſe of it; 
is ſo — and ſolid, that this Divine, and 
Batchelor 


(24) 


Batchelor of Divinity, did not know h6w to 


attack it in the rational and argumentative 


Way. 
ſelf to turn it into Ridicule ?' 


What does he therefore but ſet him- 


«© How is it 


e (fays he, or ſomething to this Effect) that 
the Proteſt and Declarations of their Pre- 
deceſſors in the Miniſtry ſhould be eſteem- 
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ed theirs? What greater Connection can 


there be between them and their Fathers in 
the Miniſtry, than there is between them and 


their Fathers, 


Grandfathers 


their Grandfathers, or Great- 
according to the Fleſh ? or if 


the Benefit of their Predeceſſors Declarations 
and Proteſts 


cc. 


may be communicated to ſuch 


as come after them, tell me, I pray, how 


far and wide 


they communicable. only to thoſe whe 0 tac. 
cc 


they are communicable ?: Are 


ceed them in the fame Churches, or to 


thoſe alſo who come after them in other 
Churches? 
about the City then did in a Body, is it 
imputable only to the Body of the preſent 


What the diſſenting Miniſters 


diſſenting Miniſters about the City, or to 
thoſe in the Country too? or does it extend 


only to their 


End of time, 


next and immediate Succeſſors, 
whether in City or Country, or to how 
many Succeſſions? or will it deſcend to the 


in caſe the Diſſention ſhall ſo 
” long 


* long continue ow if their + Forefathers De- 
ec clarations and, Proteſts are to be taken for 
« theirs, why ſhould not, too, their Forefa- 
ce 'thers Subſcriptions be alſo taken for their 
% Subſcriptions?” He goes on in this ban- 

tering Way, and repreſents his Adverſary's ar- 
"5 in ſo ridiculous a Light, as may well 
impoſe upon all his Readers, who are not well 
guarded againſt ſuch Sophiſtry oy the want of 
common Senſe. 


Take ! mne if you pleaſe. For or 
1 would not be too ſparing of what he does 
furniſh toward the Illuſtration of this Canon, 
becauſe, in Truth, it is but little he has contri- 
buted to the Illuſtration of the preceding ones. 
The Gentleman preſſes him with the Inconve- 
nience and Abſurdity of our Clergy's deriving 
their Orders, their ſpiritual or eccleſiaſtical De- 
ſcent, from that foul Harlot, the Church of 
Rome. And how does he get off? By ran- 
ſacking the Stores of Schoolmen and Divines, 
to ſhew, that corrupt Practices, and heretical 
Opinions maintained by any Church wilt not 
invalidate the Conſecrations made in it? No 
ſuch thing. He only runs Diviſions upon, and 
plays with the Simile of the Harlot. Har- 
bt. (fays he) as ſhe is, the may, neverthe- 

E 


" leſs, 


<« leſs, bring forth Children, as well as a vir- 
© tuous and honeſt Matron, and ſometimes 
& Children far better than their Parents. And 
* (continues he) if I muſt derive my ſpiritu- 
* al Pedigree from a Harlot, I had rather it 

„ ſhould be an old withered one of an an- 
* cient and honourable Line, than a young 
ee Strumpet, of no Name and Family, and 
ho came into the World but yeſterday.” 
I am pleaſed to ſee this ſevere and ſerious Di- 
vine finds, now and then, the Conveniency of 
this excellent Canon, and vouchſafes to avail 


„ 


But Foruftinach as this ng 3 an ex- 
cellent one, may be ſometimes attended with 
Inconvenience, I muſt add | 


| | IX. . 

In certain Caſes, inſtead of laughing your- 
ſelf, bid your Reader do it. N. B. Vou need 
not let him know what he is to laugh at. 


FEY The Caſes I mean are, when the Matter in 

debate is ſomething that is not much for the 
Credit of your Party, or what you would 
not chuſe, upon ſome other Account, ſhould 
be diſcuſſed. In _ Caſes, it will be diffi- 
cult 


cult to contrive how to 121 at | Vest 


without diſcovering to the Reader what it is 5 | 


you laugh at. And would you re- publiſh to 5 


the World what your Adverſary has ſaid. to 


the Diſhonour of your Friends? No, if they = 


will have it, let them ſeek for it in bis Book, PS. 
which you may aſſure yourſelf, few or none 8 
will do, —_ the Book were to lie at their 


Elbows. | Beſides, you cannot fairly take No- 
| dint he 


tice of, — up a Laugh at any Pint 
maintains, without taking ſome Notice f. 


he has ſaid in Support of it. And could you 


do that, you may happen to ſpoil all. For 
vrho can tell, but, being brought into Sight, 
 Inflead of ' provoking the Laughter of your 
Reader, it may produce Conviction in him. 
Therefore, in all theſe Caſes, recommend the 
Laugh to your Reader, rather than take it 


yourſelf. For though he does not know, nor 
in all Likelihood will trouble himſelf to 


"+ ſee, 'what it is, he will conclude there muſt be 
ſomething there that is extremely weak, non- 
Wesel and eee, 


Thus for a: : % The extraordinary 
« Remark (ſays the Gentleman to his Anta- 
* goniſt) which introduces your Appendix 
1 that Views of worldly Intereſt encourage 
18 E 2 | . 


Es 


1 4 I ment—T ſhall leave to the univerſal Laugh 


5 . AF Aa ſhort View of his 


end + all our Difſcnt Wi the Eftabliſh-, 


e of your Readers, for a Confutation, and 
<. paſs on to Points of greater Moment in de- 
20 batr. It will be worth your while to 
irable- Manager 


. | | ment, in this Place. | He does venture to give 


you the Sight of the naked Remark his Ad- 
verſary had made, ſuppoſin it is likely, it 
would be thought a 3 le(s, one, by moſt 
of his Leader, who, never ching their 
Heads with Obſervations and Reflections — 
things of this Nature, might not readily, and 
without ſome Aſſiſtance, apprehend, how it 
could be for the Intereſt of any one to forſake | 
an eſtabliſhed Church, and to aſſociate himſelf. 
with a tolerated Set, But then obſerve, how 
carefully he conceals all his  Adverſary had 
aid, (and it is not a little) to ſhew the Truth 
and Juſtneſs of his Remark, All That he 
* leaves to the univerſal Laugh of his Rea- 
« ders, for a Confutation 1“ _ Wiſely done 
And how cavalierly, too, he turns his Back | 
With what an Air he throws off from him the 
Examination of a Point he had no Mind 


Janne be looked into | 


* lee yourſelf ſuperior * 3 8 " every - . 
where of your Adverſary in light terms,” and. 
at proper Places, throw in Expreſſions of rest 
n e E 1 


The Gentleman bas 3 
with great Felicity, and is indeed ality 
this way. Lo! how be talks of hifi, 
5 Adverſary ! — I. will candidly & endeav 
your Hlumination on this Point, #as I have 
« os Satisfaction to hope I have, not with. 
e out good Effect, attempted on ſome other.” 
— “ Having laboured your Edification in a 
% Point of high Importance, where. it is cer- 
«tain, you greatly needed it. The Con- 
*« ſtitution of your Church you ſeem (excuſe 
my Freedom) extremely unacquainted with, 
and not at all to underſtand,” —* Can it 
«© enter into an Imagination ſo vague even 
© as yours?” —A Gentleman of your Condi- 
tion has, no doubt, heard at leaſt, (there 
te is a Stroke for you) of the Writings of 
* thoſe venerable Names, Burnet, Kennet, 
* Nicholſon, Hody and Vale.“ A due 
0 Attention to their learned Reſearches will 
he: OY 
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5 gy « | efcctually eaſe your Mind s the Errors it 
AN 3 er labours under. —— How? grand, now, this 


an appears | And how conterptible 


Ic 8 a And yet 1 ſaſpeR he does hot 
x him in his Heart, but, it may be, in- 
wardly feels even his Superiority, and groans 
under the Weight of it, and all this Grimace 
LAﬀcRation: of deſpiſing, and crowing over 
only for his vulgar and ordinary 
Rede who, he is not ignorant, have this, 
1 amongſt "the. reſt of their Foibles, that they 
are prons to acknowledge any Character that 
is but confidently aſſumed, and to believe eve- 
ry one as Sonſiderable, as he gives himſelf out 
to be. One Proof and Inſtance of which 
Weakneſz is, the great Opinion they are apt to 
conceive f Quacks and Mountebanks, above 
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If you write for the few learned, or the 
more ſenſible Part of the World, it is no 
great Matter who has the laſt Word. But if 
you would gain the midling and ye n of * 
jw, are you's have t. 


. 


n 


ks your Arguments one againſt another, WII 


* perceive which of you hal 
an d Reaſon on ws Side ; and when Yo 


: it is done) te i think it reaſonable 


ing, perhaps, as little of the Matter aro- 
verſy as they do of the Motion 9 4 Hh St 
and being about as capable of juc of 
Solidity and Force of your Argum 75 0. the! NW 
are of the Truth of affronomical Wlleniano 
have other Meaſures to decide Fe 
talks biggeſt, and holds out log 
with them, the Conqueror. Sec 
the one Side, when the C ont 
his Mouth is flopped, be bas nol 3 5 Fon 
to ſay for himſelf. . And tho e 
will be, perhaps, a little ſtag Ted; rca | 
ſhake their Heads, and ſay oneW NO! 


x has 


1 „. 


bat a Pity is it that ſo honeſt a Wh 
mr a Cauſe, ſhould meet with ſo 2 an 


Adverſary, and be run down by him? A, Wri- 
ter of Spirit, who has a due Regardil 4 "Ny 


Voice of the People, will be quite avi 0 
hear himſelf and his Adverſary thus ſpoken 


ol. Even our Church Divine, who ſeems too 
much 
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1 to 1835 " the "Senſe and. jud ment 
. if 1 refs gueſs, is not * ſo 
- As * would deem to be, of. | 


ye * ifpleaſed, if he himſelf 
dit. Elſe, what means his ſteal- 
with his Appendix, after the Con- 
hed to be quite over? I will warrant 
ht his Adverſary would now have 
left all the Points he had fo long 
5 him to ſpeak to, u fended. 

P weak, if he did; and after fo 
4 Mo har Acquaintance with him, and 
Ws given of his unwearied Pe 
—— he __ one would 


* 


| proceeded all along in this. 
 agreeably to the preceding, 

I" conclude it according to the Precept now 
ivered. He has let his Adverſary under- 
hat, 7 be ſhall be again called forth, 
n ready; and given him a great Threat- 
ning, that if he will not be quiet, and let this 
_ Poſſeript be the laſt Mord, he will come out 
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a new Field of Controv 
knows whither. 
have little doubt, but his Antagoni 
rough Fear or Prudence 
draw. himſelf, let him have the Point 
reſolved to have, whatever i it 
leave him Maſter of the Field. 
| To be ſhort, ad populum Phaler 
aimeſt at captivating and leading 

| _ rather than ſatisfying the Wiſe and 
Buſineſs will be to harangue 
'bounce and banter, flirt and fl 

| Adverſary with Rudeneſs and 
tempt, in the courſe of the Cal 
thou haſt made him ſick of it, af 
Then ſhalt thou have Praiſe iſ 
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all the Rabble of the Land, andi | 
out an Adverſary. | | 
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